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contract of marriage de prasenti with Wesley ; but
in September, at Epworth, she sobbingly agreed,
before Wesley, to marry Bennet, who claimed her
as his by right; yet, by the end of the month
Wesley had once more made a de pr&senti contract
with her at Whitehaven, after he had written a
reproachful letter to Bennet, in which he accused
him of trying to snatch the widow from him -
" such a person as I had sought in vain for many
years, and then determined never to part with."
This seemed to settle the question ; the marriage
would take place in a few days. But then, sud-
denly, a fiercely angry, red-hot whirlwind blust-
ered up from the south - Charles Wesley. He
stormed and fumed at his brother. If this
marriage took place the whole of Methodism
would be wrecked; the woman was of no standing,
she was engaged to Bennet, Wesley would be
looked upon as a seducer. Since Wesley was
immovable, Charles, still raging, rushed off to
meet the vacillating woman at Hindley Hill. He
flung himself at her and embracing her cried,
" Grace Murray, you have broke my heart," and
then, by sheer impetuosity, he carried her off to
Newcastle, summoned Whitefield, summoned
Bennet, hurled the latter and Mrs. Murray through
the marriage ceremony and went back to John.
" I renounce all intercourse with you," he
shouted, " but what I would have with a heathen
man or a publican." He was beside himself.
Wesley had been in agony for some days, but